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Redesign project.

  Would the proposed project:
   - be carried out by a federal agency?
   - be funded by a federal agency? or
   - require federal agency approvals (e.g., for 
         projects that take place in or in the 
         vicinity of waters of the United States)?

Consult early with DFG, USACE, and RWQCB/SWRCB to identify 
sensitive water resources and applicable effluent limitations and 

water quality standards.

Can the project be redesigned to 
avoid construction in the vicinity 
of waters of the United States?

No Section 401
water quality

certification required

Is the project exempt from Section 401 certification? 
(e.g., Would the project qualify for an existing federal or State 
general permit for actions that would have negligible effects on 

water quality?)

Is CEQA compliance required for 
other permits or authorizations?

RWQCB/SWRCB denies 
water quality certification.

Incorporate SWRCB/RWQCB’s and USACE’s 
recommended mitigation methods and 

applicable standards in CEQA document.

Complete CEQA compliance process with lead 
agency.

Submit application package for Section 401 
certification.  Include information prepared for federal 

permit applications and evidence of CEQA 
compliance.

Redesign project.

Appeal decision to the 
SWRCB.

Does RWQCB/SWRCB determine that the project is in compliance with 
CEQA and applicable water quality standards?

RWQCB/SWRCB 
issues water quality 
certification, with or 
without conditions.

Figure 9
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification Process


